Cottered & Throcking Parish Council @m

www.cotteredpc.org.uk

MINUTES of the MEETING of COTTERED & THROCKING PARISH COUNCIL held in The Sports
Pavilion, Cottered on Monday 9 MARCH 2026 at 7.30pm

Present Clir Allen Chamberlain Cllr Grant Lethby (vice-chairman)
Cllr Brian Murchie Clir John Wiblin (chairman)

In attendance Sarah Kubica (clerk), District Clir Sue Nicholls
8 members of the public

26.18 APOLOGIES

To receive and accept apologies for absence

Cllr Lawton for reasons that are accepted Resolved, to approve. Agreed unanimously
Cllr Smith’s apologies due to a work emergency, sent before the meeting but not seen until after

26.19 INTERESTS

I. To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda

Il. To receive written requests for dispensations for declarable interests; and

Ill. To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate

Cllr Chamberlain and Cllr Murchie, as members of the Village Hall Management Committee
declared an interest in items involving the village hall Noted

26.20 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

To allow members of the public and councillors to raise matters of concern

Throcking resident asked for suitable surface for parking on green area facing 1-6 Cottered Road
and was referred to Clarion Housing as landowner. Funding from county Highways Locality Budget
(HLB) and parish council suggested, if permission obtained. Report of littering from the District's
domestic waste collection vehicles. Several complaints on the poor condition of Throcking Road,
recently exacerbated by A507 emergency road closure with all vehicles sent through Throcking.
Also impacted by increased traffic from recently opened Neale Drive. Highway surface is hazardous,
collapsed banks, hedges overgrown, narrow road prevents vehicles from passing and large vehicles
from turning. Council to write to Highways and report faults online. Clir Nicholls recommended
requesting the East Herts Police Management Plan for diverting traffic due to parish road closures

26.21 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

To approve the Minutes of the Cottered and Throcking Parish Council meeting held on Monday 12
January 2026 as an accurate record of proceedings

Resolved, that the minutes be accepted as a true and accurate record and duly signed. Agreed
unanimously

26.22 RURAL POLICING

To receive update from officers if present, or the clerk

No crimes for Throcking. In Brook End, Cottered, common assault on 21/2/26. East Herts Rural
team focus on hare coursing and poaching and focus on anti-social behaviour in Buntingford

26.23 COUNCIL POLICIES

To consider, review and agree council policies and documents
Draft Grant Donation Policy circulated to councillors

Item not considered in this meeting


http://www.cotteredpc.org.uk
https://www.cotteredpc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/MINUTES-SK-12-JANUARY-2026.pdf
https://www.cotteredpc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/MINUTES-SK-12-JANUARY-2026.pdf
https://www.cotteredpc.org.uk/parish-council/parish-council-publications#top
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26.24 COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS

To receive reports from parish, district and county councillors on activities undertaken in the parish
District Cllr Nicholls reported on; public consultation on Local Government Reform with full details
of the three proposals for Hertfordshire here: hertfordshire-lgr.co.uk; East Herts Environmental and
Climate Forum on 18 March, contact vanessa.sartori@eastherts.gov.uk for a link to the meeting;
public consultation on 20mph for Buntingford runs 16 March-26 April, councillors are encouraged
to contact Highways and respond to the Buntingford Active Travel consultation if they would like
similar changes; new shared waste contract has reduced waste to landfill, with 2717 tonnes of food
waste sent for processing. Following complaints of rubbish along the bypass having fallen from
lorries leaving the Buntingford depot, the Executive Member for Waste visited. Veolia making
changes to properly secure loads to reduce further instances. Read CliIr Nicholls full report here:
cotteredpc.org.uk/parish-council/parish-council-meetings

Cllr Wiblin asked if the public present supported a 20mph limit through Cottered. Generally
supported, with concerns that slower traffic would make it harder to cross the road at busy times, a
safe crossing place and 20mph on the B1037 were also discussed

Cllr Lethby will remind residents via WhatsApp groups to email clerk@cotteredpc.org.uk with their
views and thanked magazine@cotte.red for posting on fb. Comments by 25 March

26.25 FINANCE

I. To authorise payments made in accordance with the budget
Il. To note receipts

Resolved, to approve I-ll. Agreed unanimously

PAYMENTS SINCE LAST MEETING EXPECTED PAYMENTS TO NEXT MEETING
20/01/2026 4.25 bank charges expected 59.75 litter pick (12)
27/01/2026 120.00 pavilion door repair expected 62.30 litter pick (1)
27/01/2026 52.65 clerk expenses expected 474.15 clerk salary (12)
27/01/2026 634.06 building materials (CPT) expected 474.15 clerk salary (1)
27/01/2026 982.00 groundworks (CPT) estimated 100.00 electricity Mar, Apr
28/01/2026 59.75 litter pick (10) expected 45.65 clerk office expenses
02/02/2026 474.15 clerk salary (10) expected 4.25 bank charges Mar
09/02/2026 31.90 shed padlocks expected 4.25 bank charges Apr
10/02/2026 1,436.58 building materials estimated 120.00 payroll fee
10/02/2026 193.42 battery, mower lights estimated 200.00 internal audit fee
10/02/2026 31.90 DUPLICATION padlocks estimated 447.64 HAPTC subs
23/02/2026 4.25 bank charges estimated 5260.00 drainage repair CPT
24/02/2026 43.02 pavilion electricity expected 3200.00 2nd phase tree works

24/02/2026 100.00 mower service

RECEIPTS SINCE LAST MEETING: 09/01/2026 16.03 Interest on 00654672
26/01/2025 60.00 pavilion private hire
09/02/2026 14.23 Interest on 0065467

lll. Bank reconciliation and statement verification

Checked and signed by Cllr Murchie on 12 January Noted
IV. To agree the internal auditor for 2025-26

Resolved, clerk to instruct auditor used previously. Agreed unanimously

V. To confirm arrangement for grass cutting and litter picking for 2026-27 and hourly rate
Resolved, £13.35 per hour as budgeted, present contractor has confirmed. Agreed unanimously
VI. To note claim for VAT refund Noted


http://hertfordshire-lgr.co.uk
mailto:vanessa.sartori@eastherts.go.v.uk
https://www.cotteredpc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/9-March-Cottered-Parish-Council-District-Report.pdf
mailto:clerk@cotteredpc.org.uk
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VII. To note any payments made by the council as sole trustee of Cottered Parish Trust. The trust is
not a legal entity and cannot enter into contracts, in order to recover VAT for non-business activities

in compliance with VAT notice 749, the net amounts shown below are to be reimbursed to the
council by Cottered Parish Trust

10/02/26 £1,436.58 pipework materials £1,197.15 net
27/01/26 £982.00 drain excavation £982.00 net
27/01/26 £634.06 pipework materials £528.38 net

Resolved, based on advice received from HAPTC on the refunding of VAT for non-business
activities for section 33 bodies. Agreed unanimously
VIII. To receive proposal from village hall management committee in respect of pitch hire income

and shared water supply

Clirs representing the village hall committee will chase a response

26.26 PLANNING
I. To receive Planning Report and current Planning Applications

Planning Ref Location Proposal Due Date |PC Decision
of comment
Comment |[to Planning
3/26/0183/LBC [Shipwrights Cott |Demolition of severely fire damaged dwelling and |09.03.26 |No Pending
3/26/0182/FUL |Baldock Rd SG9 construction of replacement self-build dwelling comment
9QN
PL/0499/25 Land west of The proposed construction of a satellite facility for (26.02.26 No Pending
Bishop Way, East |pupils with Severe Learning Difficulties (SLD) comment
of A10, SG9 9SL
3/26/0080/HH |31 The Crescent |Removal of conservatory, erection of single storey [03.03.26 |No Pending
Cottered SG9 9QY |rear extension, front porch, installation of 3 roof comment
lights and pervious brick paving on front garden.
Single storey rear extension Explanation for
demolition work: Conservatory remove for new
extension work
3/25/0837/FUL |Warren Nursery  |Demolition of existing greenhouse, outbuildings. [26.02.16 |No Pending
Warren Lane Erection of 5 bedroom self-build dwellinghouse comment
Cottered SG9 9QG |with detached garage and associated landscaping
3/25/1921/REM |Land To The Submission of details regarding appearance, 11.02.26 No Pending
North-west Of landscaping, layout and scale for construction of 7 comment
Buntingford (East |x 1-bed, 23 x 2-bed, 19 x 3-bed and 9 x 4-bed
Of A10) Located |dwellings (58 in total) together with garages,
Off Neale Drive internal roads, hard/soft landscaping, drainage and
And Phillips Way |associated infrastructure (granted under outline
Buntingford planning approval 3/22/1030/0UT)
3/25/1990/HH [Broom Manor SG9 |Additional 20-25 photovoltaic panels on SE facing |05.02.26 No Granted
9QE pitched tiled roof of self contained swimming pool comment
3/25/1481/LBC [The Bell Baldock |Alteration to existing chimney to increase height |21.01.26 No Granted
Road comment
3/25/1797/FUL |Lower Farm, Demolish office, barn buildings, replace with single |18.12.25 No Granted
Cottered Rd SG9 |storey 5 bedroom dwelling with parking, green comment
9RW roof, landscaping, solar panels, install heat pump
3/25/1348/FUL [The Sports Reconfiguration and resurfacing of the existing car [06.11.25 Parish Granted
Pavilion Cottered |park, replacement of the shed with a shipping Council
container, removal of access gates and posts and application
erection of new fencing and landscaping
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26.27 HIGHWAYS

To receive an update on:

I. Maintenance of gullies in Warren Lane, Church Lane and B1037

Use HCC website for an update, search for Drain cleaning | Hertfordshire County Council
Il. Residents’ views on vehicle speeds, 20mph and pedestrian crossing in Cottered

Three responses received, see 26.24

lll. Meeting in Throcking with Rights of Way officer

No meeting has been scheduled, refer to Cllr Smith

IV. Missing ‘unsuitable for HGVs' at either end of Throcking Road

Correspondence from residents requesting ‘unsuitable for HGVs’ signs at the A507/Cottered Road
and A10/Throcking Road junctions and wider concerns over condition of road and banks
Resolved, write to Highways with complaints, raise faults, contact county clir. Agreed
unanimously

26.28 DRIVESAFE INITIATIVE
To receive an update
Activity to resume when weather conditions improve

26.29 PARISH ASSETS

I. Update on playground inspection recommendations from Cllr Chamberlain

No concerns after the last meeting, Clir Wiblin to inspect prior to the next meeting

Il. To confirm that phase 2 tree works were carried out on 23-25 February

Contractor noted a sycamore alongside the pavilion track which has fallen Noted
lll. To consider results of bench inspection and arrange repairs

ClIr Lethby to produce a programme of works and using volunteers from the Air Cadets has been
suggested. Thank you to the resident volunteer who offered to scrape and re-coat the bench
outside The Bull

26.30 SPORTS PAVILION

I. To receive an update on planning application for improvements to the track and carpark including
replacement shed and next steps for obtaining quotations

Permission granted with conditions, landscaping report to include mound dimensions, planting
scheme and final contours may be required. Works subject to clearing vegetation can only be
carried out October-February

Resolved, complete work in two stages, pavilion track first as there is no vegetation to clear,
produce a specification and send to three contractors for quotes. Agreed unanimously

Il. To consider research on container pricing and set a budget

Resolved, reviewed indicative pricing to set a budget of up to £2360 + VAT. Agreed unanimously
IIl. To confirm 2026-27 hourly rates for pavilion hire

A resident advised of a covenant on the playing field and pavilion land stating that different hire
rates cannot be applied based on whether the hirer is from inside or outside the village

Resolved, £15 per hour, clerk to research the covenant. Agreed unanimously

IV. To consider parking arrangements for hirers

The poor condition of the car park will be improved with the planned repairs

Resolved, hirers will be advised of the poor condition of the parking surface and that spaces are
limited. Clirs Lethby and Wiblin will identify the owners of cars parked at the pavilion, or leaflet
the vehicles, requesting owners to contact the clerk. Agreed unanimously

26.31 BLUE COFFEE CAB TERMS
To confirm whether terms and conditions have been issued
Cllr Wiblin to review and issue terms


https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/highways-roads-and-pavements/report-a-problem/drain-cleaning.aspx
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26.32 NEW GATES AND ACCESS TO RECREATION GROUND

To address resident’s concerns over vehicle access to the recreation ground

The village hall has a private carpark for users of the hall and the village hall committee has
responded directly to the resident regarding concerns raised. Parking at the pavilion is due to be
improved and a short discussion followed on the possibility of accessible parking spaces reserved
for users of the field who can only access it by car

26.33 ANNUAL COMMUNITY MEETING REPORTS AND REFRESHMENTS

To confirm the arrangement for inviting groups/individuals to submit annual reports and to set a
budget for refreshments

Resolved, clerk to email the same groups as last year and arrange refreshments up to £120.
Agreed unanimously

26.34 COTTERED PARISH TRUST

To receive an update on the work of the Trust

Trust AGM held on 4 February, Trust meeting on 9 March with next meeting on 13 July 2026. The
Trust is addressing the long term issue of flooding on the green in front of Home Close. Highways
advised this is not deemed ‘Highways Maintainable’ land. The project to repair pipework carrying
storm water from the playing field, stretching from Home Close, under land owned by 4 Home
Close and towards the area in front of Victoria Cottages, is underway. 9” replacement pipe has been
purchased for the excavated area outside Home Close. In addition, works to investigate the
condition and repair unexcavated pipework under land in between Home Close and Victoria
Cottages and to lift and replace driveway in front of Victoria Cottages will be carried out. Residents
at Victoria Cottages shared concerns over access to their driveways and vehicle charging points.
There was also concern over potential damage to the old sewerage which has been repaired at the
residents’ expense. The Trust is creating a phased plan for works and will keep residents informed

26.35 CLERK HOURS
To note hours worked: January 29 hours, February 29 hours (includes holiday)

26.36 CLERK’S REPORT
Items for information only

26.37 DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS

Date proposed Meeting Venue

Monday 11 May 2026 Parish Council Annual Meeting
6.30pm followed by Annual Parish
(Community) Meeting 7.30pm

Monday 13 July 2026 Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm The Sports Pavilion

Cottered SG9 9QW
Monday 14 September 2026 Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm

Monday 9 November 2026 Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm

Monday 11 January 2027 Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm

Meeting closed at 21.20. The chairman thanked everyone for their participation



