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MINUTES of the MEETING of COTTERED & THROCKING PARISH COUNCIL held in The Sports 

Pavilion, Cottered on Monday 12 JANUARY 2026 at 7.30pm  
 

Present ​ Cllr Allen Chamberlain​ Cllr Grant Lethby (vice-chairman)​ Cllr Brian Murchie​  
Cllr Andrea Smith​ Cllr John Wiblin (chairman)  

 

In attendance ​Sarah Kubica (clerk), District Cllr Sue Nicholls  
2 members of the public  

 

26.1​ APOLOGIES  

To receive and accept apologies for absence  

Cllr Lawton for reasons that are accepted​ ​ Resolved, to approve. Agreed unanimously 
 

26.2​ INTERESTS  

I. To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda 

II. To receive written requests for dispensations for declarable interests; and 

III. To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate 

Cllr Chamberlain and Cllr Murchie, as members of the Village Hall Management Committee 

declared an interest in items involving the village hall​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Noted 
 

26.3​ PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  

To allow members of the public and councillors to raise matters of concern​ ​ None 
 

26.4​ MINUTES OF PREVIOUS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  

To approve the Minutes of the Cottered and Throcking Parish Council meeting held on Monday 10 

November 2025 as an accurate record of proceedings  

Resolved, that the minutes be accepted as a true and accurate record and duly signed. Agreed 

unanimously 
 

26.5​ RURAL POLICING   

To receive update from officers if present, or the clerk 

Clerk reported no crimes for Throcking. In Cottered, November, assault on an emergency worker, 

drink/drive incident and criminal damage to a vehicle incident. Please ensure vehicles are locked 

with nothing on display and use faraday pouches for vehicle fobs 
 

26.6​ COUNCIL POLICIES 

To consider, review and agree council policies and documents 

Draft Grant Donation Policy circulated to councillors 

Resolved, to review the draft circulated to councillors and decide whether to introduce a Grant 

Donation policy. Agreed unanimously 

 

26.7​ COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS  

To receive reports from parish, district and county councillors on activities undertaken in the parish 

 

http://www.cotteredpc.org.uk
https://www.cotteredpc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/MINUTES-SK-10-NOVEMBER-2025.pdf
https://www.cotteredpc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/MINUTES-SK-10-NOVEMBER-2025.pdf
https://www.cotteredpc.org.uk/parish-council/parish-council-publications#top
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District Cllr Nicholls reported on; a thermal imaging camera loan scheme available from local 

libraries, to identify insulation gaps in the home; Buntingford Repair Cafe on 24 January 2026; and a 

reminder to reapply for postal votes before 31 January 2026. Read the report here: 

cotteredpc.org.uk/parishcouncil/parishcouncilmeetings 

Cllr Lethby addressed concerns from the chair of the Village Hall Management Committee (VHMC) 

that the improved sports pavilion might encourage potential users of the village hall to choose the 

pavilion instead. Cllr Wiblin gave reassurances that the parish council desires a friendly and 

transparent relationship in cooperation with fellow organisations providing a community benefit. 

The council welcomes the feedback and with two parish councillor representatives on the 

committee, hopes that VHMC concerns can be allayed and a good relationship retained 
 

26.8​ FINANCE   

I. To authorise payments made in accordance with the budget 

II. To note receipts 

Resolved, to approve I-II, proposed by Cllr Wiblin, seconded by Cllr Lethby. Agreed unanimously 

PAYMENTS SINCE LAST MEETING 

17/11/2025​ 450.00​Architect fees pavilion 

17/11/2025​ 1,250.00 BNG report 

17/11/2025​ 115.20​Grass cuts to 30 Oct 

17/11/2025​ 79.00​ Admin expenses 

21/11/2025​ 16.52​ electricity pavilion 

24/11/2025​ 4.25​ Bank charges 

28/11/2025​ 59.75​ Litter pick (8) 

01/12/2025​ 73.18​ Admin expenses 

01/12/2025​ 577.68​Clerk salary (8) 

22/12/2025​ 4.25​ Bank charges 

23/12/2025​ 169.30​electricity pavilion 

23/12/2025​ 183.60​Mower fuel 

23/12/2025​ 113.97​Mower blades & oil 

29/12/2025​ 59.75​ Litter pick (9) 

31/12/2025​ 474.15​Clerk salary (9)​  

 

EXPECTED PAYMENTS TO NEXT MEETING​  

expected   ​ 59.75​ Litter pick (10) 

expected   ​ 59.75​ Litter pick (11) 

estimated​ 474.15​clerk salary (10) 

expected   ​ 474.15​clerk salary (11) 

estimated​ 100.00​electricity Jan, Feb 

expected   ​ 59.65​ clerk office expenses 

expected   ​ 4.25​ bank charges Jan 

expected   ​ 4.25​ bank charges Feb 

estimated​ 250.00​tree report 

 

RECEIPTS SINCE LAST MEETING 

10/11/2025​ 16.53​ Interest on 00654672 

09/12/2025​ 14.99​ Interest on 00654672 

 

III. Bank reconciliation and statement verification 

Checked and signed by Cllr Murchie ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Noted 

IV. To approve the budget and sign the precept request for 2026-27 

Resolved, precept request signed. Agreed unanimously 

V. To confirm contributions from village hall management committee in respect of pitch hire 

income, grass cutting and shared water supply 

A village hall committee representative confirmed that a proposal to the council will follow its next 

meeting on 26 January 

VI. To note payments for mower oil, blades and fuel as per 25.119 and approve expenditure for 

mower servicing and parts​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Noted 

Purchase of a new battery and parts is expected and will be confirmed after the servicing due 

shortly. Analysis of mowing expenditure indicates that this is still cheaper than engaging a 

https://www.cotteredpc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/12-Jan-26-Cottered-PC-District-Councillor-Report.docx.pdf
https://www.cotteredpc.org.uk/parish-council/audit-and-finance
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contractor. Strimming of the greens was discussed and the council thanks the Cottered Village 

Appreciation Society (CVAS) for the offer to investigate whether volunteers would take on the task 

  

26.9​ PLANNING 

I. To receive Planning Report and current Planning Applications  ​  

Planning Ref Location Proposal Due Date 

of 

Comment 

PC comment 

to Planning 

Decision 

3/25/1481/LBC The Bell 

Baldock Road 

Alteration to existing chimney to increase height 21.01.26 No comment Pending 

3/25/1797/FUL Lower Farm, 

Cottered Rd 

SG9 9RW 

Demolition of existing office and barn buildings 

and replacing them with a single storey 5 bedroom 

dwelling including associated parking and 

18.12.25 No comment Pending 

3/25/1773/LBC Cheynes Farm 

Warren Lane 

Cottered SG9 

9QD 

Repair and rebuild existing masonry plinth to 

farmhouse building, structural underpinning to 

repaired sections of existing plinth, new 

foundations to rebuilt parts of existing plinth 

17.12.25 No comment Granted 

3/25/1480/HH 

 

The Bell 

Baldock Road  

Alteration to existing chimney to increase height 20.10.25 No comment Granted 

 

26.10​ HIGHWAYS  

To receive an update on: 

I. Maintenance of gullies in Warren Lane, Church Lane and B1037 

HCC website unavailable (search for Drain cleaning | Hertfordshire County Council) 

II. Speed and volume survey for Cottered and B1037 

Clerk reminded councillors to complete HCC’s survey on speed management. Cllr Nicholls advised 

that HCC was considering use of in-car telemetry in assessing road speeds and that funds are 

available from HCC’s Active Travel budget. There was discussion on whether the parish council 

should write to HCC and request 20mph within the entire limits of the parish. It was minuted under 

25.3 that the majority of the public attendees at the 13 January 2025 parish council meeting were 

in favour of 20mph in the centre of Cottered and on the B1037. A resident repeated the request for 

a road crossing on the A507 after noting that school children have to wait 4 or 5 minutes to cross 

the road after alighting at the bus stop due to traffic volume 

III. Meeting in Throcking with Rights of Way officer 

Apologies received from County Cllr Terry Smith who is unavailable today but has been reminded 

that a Throcking resident would like to meet 
 

26.11​ DRIVESAFE INITIATIVE 

To receive an update 

No update  
 

26.12​ PARISH ASSETS  

I. Update on playground inspection recommendations to clear slippery surfaces, reinstate eroded 

area under bench, restore bench, remove excess thread length (or cap off) projecting bolt under 

slide, ensure 2m minimum clearance of trees from equipment, tighten swing seat connectors, 

https://www.cotteredpc.org.uk/parish-council/planning-applications
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/highways-roads-and-pavements/report-a-problem/drain-cleaning.aspx
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secure loose fixings on rocking horse and repaint or remove flaked or sharp edges, treat rusting 

components on activity trail 

Inspected by Cllr Chamberlain who noted that as the items highlighted are minor, there was no 

action to take. Cllr Chamberlain to re-inspect 

II. To confirm 23, 24, 25 February for next phase of tree works​ ​ ​ ​ Noted 

III. To consider results of bench inspection and arrange repairs 

Cllrs Lethby and Wiblin have inspected and Cllr Lethby to produce a programme of works 
 

26.13​ SPORTS PAVILION  

To receive an update on planning application for improvements to the track and carpark including 

replacement shed 

Architect has responded to further requirements from planners which includes obtaining a tree 

report. The Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) report determines that four saplings should be planted on 

the northern border of the site. Pavilion door is sticking and difficult to open and close. 

Resolved, Cllr Murchie kindly agreed to source saplings of native species nearer the time. Obtain 

quotes and repair pavilion front door up to £150 approved. Agreed unanimously  
 

26.14​ RECREATION GROUND TRUST (PARISH TRUST) 

To receive an update 

The AGM is on 4 February at 7.30pm in The Sports Pavilion cotteredpc.org.uk/cottered-parish-trust 
 

26.15​ CLERK HOURS 

To note hours worked: November 29 hours, December 29 hours (includes holiday)​ Noted 
 

26.16​ CLERK’S REPORT  

Items for information only 

Links are available for the Police and Crime Commissioner’s Accountability and Performance 

meeting on 15 January, 10.30am and the Priority Setting meeting for Rural areas on Wednesday 21 

January 2026 6-6.30pm. HCC has issued a speed management survey 

letstalktransport.hertfordshire.gov.uk/speed-management-strategy-questionnaire 
 

26.17​ DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS 

Date proposed  Meeting  Venue 

Monday 9 March 2026 Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm  
 

 
 

The Sports Pavilion 
Cottered SG9 9QW 

Monday 11 May 2026 Parish Council Annual Meeting 
6.30pm followed by Annual Parish 
(Community) Meeting 7.30pm 

Monday 13 July 2026 Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm 

Monday 14 September 2026 Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm 

Monday 9 November 2026 Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm 

 

Meeting closed at 21.18. The chairman thanked everyone for their participation 

http://cotteredpc.org.uk/cottered-parish-trust
http://letstalktransport.hertfordshire.gov.uk/speed-management-strategy-questionnaire

