
 

 

 
 

 

 

M 644 

MINUTES of the COTTERED AND THROCKING PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held in Cottered Village Hall on 
Tuesday 13th July 2021 at 7.30pm. 
 
Present   Cllr John Wiblin (Chairman) Cllr John Harwood Bee (Vice Chairman)  

Cllr Jeff Lawton    Cllr Brian Murchie 
Cllr Christine Robinson    
 
County Councillor Jeff Jones 
District Councillor Andrew Huggins 
4 members of the public  

 
Officer attending Denise Anderson (Clerk) 
 
APOLOGIES 
21.87 Cllr Allen Chamberlain sent his apologies as he had work commitments. 
 It was resolved to approve Cllr Chamberlain’s absence. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
21.88 None.   
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
21.89 A member of the public asked to speak at Agenda item PLANNING 8.2 3/21/1487/PIP The Paddock 
Warren Lane Cottered Hertfordshire. 
 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS ANNUAL MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL 
21.90 The minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 4th May 2021, having been 
circulated previously, were before the meeting. Cllr Robinson requested an amendment to Minute 21.74 that 
stated ‘Cllr Robinson will contact the Open Spaces Society to seek further information.’ This was amended to 
‘Awaiting legal advice from HATPC.’ The amended Minutes were agreed and minuted as a correct record.  
 
PARISH COUNCIL DOCUMENTATION 
21.91 None for this meeting. 
 
PARISH COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS 
21.92 Councillors to report on the activities they had undertaken on behalf of the Council within the Parish. 
 
Councillor John Harwood Bee’s Report  
Cllr Harwood Bee reported he had been contacted by a resident who was concerned about the grass verge 
on the left-hand side of the A507 when coming out of Cottered heading towards Buntingford. The vegetation 
on the verge had grown so high as to impair the vision of those exiting The Crescent, towards Buntingford on 
the A507. 
County Cllr Jones said he had pursued the cutting back of this and expects it to be done in the near future. 
 
Councillor John Wiblin’s Report 
Cllr Wiblin reported he had been to see the owner of Cheynes Cottage, who had contacted the Parish Council, 
about the proposal to plant trees on the verge outside the property. The owner was concerned they would 
make the property dark. 
 
A letter had been received from resident about not cutting the village green so short. Cllr Wiblin stated this 
had been dealt with at the previous meeting. 
 
Councillor Robinson’s Report 
Cllr Robinson reported she had been in conversation with EHDC, who had been very helpful, about the bin in 
the layby on the A507 heading towards Baldock. It is emptied every five weeks but Cllr Robinson has asked 
them to do this more regularly. 
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The new playground parts had been ordered. The Clerk confirmed she had taken delivery that day. 
 
The new Playground sign had also been done. 
 
FINANCE  
21.93 Finance report and payments authorised 
The finance report was before the meeting. The report is an appendix to the minutes. 
 

21.94 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 2020-2021 
The Clerk confirmed that the completed AGAR 2020-2021 had been submitted to the External Auditor by the 
deadline, the Notice for the Period for the Exercise of Public Rights had been published and all the required 
financial documents had been uploaded to the Parish Council website making the Council fully compliant with 
the audit process. 
 
PLANNING  
21.95  Planning Report  
The updated planning schedule is an appendix to these minutes. 
 
21.96 Planning Applications since the Parish Council Meeting Annual Meeting of the Parish Council on 
Tuesday 4th May 2021 
 

3/21/1438/FUL  Lnd Adj To Throcking Water Tower 
Cottered Road Throcking 
Hertfordshire  

There was no objection by the Parish 
Council to this Planning Application 

  

3/21/1520/VAR 
1-4 

Peasecroft Cottered Buntingford 
Hertfordshire SG9 9QS 

The Parish Council objected to this 
Planning Application 

 Approved 

3/21/1340/HH Welly Boot Cottage Baldock Road 
Cottered Hertfordshire SG9 9QP 

There was no objection by the Parish 
Council to this Planning Application 

  

3/21/1155/HH  Pinewood Baldock Road Cottered 
Buntingford Hertfordshire SG9 9QZ  

There was no objection by the Parish 
Council to this Planning Application 

  

3/21/1127/FUL  Westcott Barn Potato Lane 
Cottered Hertfordshire SG9 9PX  

There was no objection by the Parish 
Council to this Planning Application 

  

3/21/1122/HH Foxholes Broadfield Throcking 
Buntingford Hertfordshire SG9 9RD  

There was no objection by the Parish 
Council to this Planning Application 

Approved 

 
21.97 Planning Applications 
 

3/21/1487/PIP  The Paddock Warren Lane 
Cottered Hertfordshire  

There was no objection by the Parish Council to this Planning 
Application 

 
The applicant of Planning Application 3/21/1487/PIP The Paddock Warren Lane Cottered Hertfordshire, who 
had asked to speak at this Agenda item, was invited to address the meeting. 
 
The applicant explained that he moved to the village in 1968 and had acquired the paddock in 1970 for 
grazing. He had always intended to put a house on the land and had applied several times but had been 
refused. His agent suggested he put in a Planning in Principle (PIP) application to see if EHDC would approve 
2 properties, four dwellings (two semi detached properties) which could be reduced to 2 dwellings. He 
stressed he wished to move back to the village and did not wish to build a housing estate, he added that he 
had been contacted by 8 developers asking if the land were for sale. He finished by saying that of the PIP was 
approved plans would be drawn up for further consideration. 
 
The Chairman stated that 3 residents had provided the Parish Council with copies of their submitted 
objections to this Planning Application. 
 
Resolved that the Parish Council would submit a No Objection response to Planning Application 
3/21/1487/PIP The Paddock Warren Lane Cottered Hertfordshire decided by a majority vote of 4 to one. 
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HIGHWAYS 
21.98 Cllr Jones said he had received many telephone calls about the flood along The Crescent and had 
been ‘on and on’ at Highways about the issue. He explained that such issues are categorised and it was 
probably a category 2 and that he had asked for it to be considered as a category 1 which was an emergency. 
The laying water had caused algae to grow making the pavement slippery and 2 people had fallen over. 
 
Cllr Jones went on to say that there was a big issue in Cottered with drainage. He reported on a recent HCC 
Press Release of 13th July 21 which introduced a four-year package to improve the drainage systems on the 
road network coming into effect this year with the Highways teams at HCC making use of additional drainage 
funding of £16million. Climate change has caused different rainfall patterns in the last few years, which 
means the drainage provision on the County’s roads does not always cope with the amount of rain falling. 
 
Cllr Jones added that part of the additional funding was allocated to studies and he wanted Cottered to be 
put forward but recommendations are not accepted. He hoped the fault reporting system would show the 
extent of the problems. 
 
Cllr Wiblin asked about footpaths under this Agenda Item. 
Cllr Jones said he had used his Locality Budget to repair footpaths in the village. Cllr Wiblin questioned the 
amount spent due to the very small areas repaired. 
 
Cllr Robinson raised the issue of the use of weed killer along the edge of the pathways instead of cutting back 
grass. She felt that the use of pesticides was not the right way forward. 
 
PARISH ASSETS COMMITTEE 
21.99 The Clerk reported that Cllr Robinson and herself had met to review the Parish Council’s Fixed Assets 
Listing. The Clerk was in the process of updating the information and creating a new document to more 
accurately reflect the parish assets. 
 
PARISH MATTERS 

 

21.100 Cricket Pavilion 

I. Removal of furniture, roof repairs and future  
Cllr Robinson thanked all those who had helped remove the rubbish from the pavilion. They had thrown away 
all the items they could put in the skip but still have furniture to take to the Refuse Centre. She had received 
a quote for £480.00 to remove just the furniture but it was hoped Cllr Harwood Bee, with his trailer, would 
be able to facilitate this task. 
Cllr Robinson added that she had a quote for the leak in the roof and stated it would cost about £300.00 to 
repair and she considered an overall cost of £10,000.00 to make the building habitable.  
Cllr Robinson will seek a second quote for the repair of the roof. 
 
Resolved to allocate £500.00 to repair the roof of the pavilion. 
 
II. British Gas Contract (Electricity) 

Cllr Harwood Bee stated that the Parish Council were being charged emergency rate for the standing charge 

for electricity. He volunteered to seek further quotes from Green Energy utility companies for the Council’s 

consideration. 

21.101 Changes to Brook End Lane 
Awaiting legal advice from HAPTC. 
 
21.102 Flooding and storm drains in Cottered  
This Agenda item was addressed under 21.98 HIGHWAYS by Cllr Jones. 
 
21.103 Greening Campaign 
Cllr Jones explained HCC Tree and Woodland Strategy with the intention of the establishment of 1.2 million 
new trees across the county by 2030 – one for every resident of Hertfordshire with a 3/5-year plan in place 
for maintenance. This links with the Queens Green Canopy (QGC) a UK-wide tree planting initiative created  
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to mark Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022.  It invites people from across the United Kingdom to ‘Plant 
a Tree for the Jubilee’. 
 
Cllr Lawton reiterated Cllr Murchie’s offer of land on which to plant trees, initially as part of the HCC Greening 
Campaign. He reported a ‘Greening Team’ was developing within the village. 
 
21.104 Signage on Village Greens 
This matter was awaiting a policy for discussion and will be dealt with at the next meeting. 
 
21.105 Access track to the Cricket Pavilion 
At the previous meeting a resolution was made to approve £300.00 for a sign with wording to be confirmed 
for placement at the entrance to the track. The location of the sign had been robustly challenged by the 
Village Hall Management Committee. It was agreed to suspend the purchase and siting of a sign and return 
to this matter if the previous anti-social issues problems arise again. 
 
21.106 Street name signage replacement 
The Clerk reported she had spoken to the Street Naming and Numbering Officer at East Herts District Council 
and was assured that three damaged and incorrectly spelt signs for The Crescent and Peasecroft that had 
been reported by a resident were ‘in the pile of works to be done’. Cllr Robinson had put together a document 
of street signage and would create a What3Words location for all those not reported as damaged. Upon 
receipt of this information the Clerk will request replacement from the Street Naming and Numbering team. 
 
21.107 Football pitches charging revenue and contribution to Parish Council 
The Clerk reminded Councillors that when the football pitches were requested for hire it was agreed that the 
Village Hall Management Committee (VHMC) would invoice for their use (as users would be using the Village 
Hall Car Park and a large portion of the Recreation Ground owned by the Village Hall). The VHMC would then 
reimburse the Parish Council a percentage of that income as the Parish Council pays for the cost of cutting 
the grass through the fuel and maintenance of the tractor and the cost of sharpening the mowers. 
Cllr Harwood Bee suggested this was reviewed at the end of a 12-month period. 
 
21.108 Repair to telephone box 
Cllr Robinson reported 2 broken panes on the telephone box and replacements would cost £20.00. 
 
Resolved to approve £20.00 for the replacement panes. 
 
21.109 Queen’s Jubilee Celebrations 2nd- 5th June 2022 
Cllr Robinson wished to raise awareness of the Queen’s Jubilee Celebrations in 2022 and the possible 
purchase of a beacon to be lit on the Thursday evening at the start of the extended weekend of celebrations. 
Cllr Robinson stated that a one use only beacon could be purchased for £490.00 + VAT and that she will send 
the relevant link round for Councillors to have a look at. 
It was suggested this was put back in the Agenda at a later date. 
 
RECREATION GROUND TRUST (PARISH TRUST) 
21.110 No matters to report or discuss. 
 
CLERK'S REPORT AND CORRESPONDENCE 
21.111 Clerk’s Report 
To confirm a conversation with John O’Conner re. cutting grass less short. This would need a revision of the 
Parish Council’s current contract which is over half way through the current cutting season so not feasible. 
The Parish Council will revisit this next year and decide the best course of action when the Parish Council 
might be taking this task inhouse. 
Contacted Paul Shelley re. Quote to install two new bins. Unavailable at the time but will quote when able 
to. 
Correspondence 
HAPTC BULLETIN email - Reminding Councils that however small they should have a Staffing Committee. 
The Clerk will put on the Agenda for the next meeting. 
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Email - Sir Oliver Heald informing the Parish Council they can now request deployment of new road safety 
camera vans. The Clerk forwarded the email to Councillors. 
 
DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS 
Agendas will be put on the Parish Council website www.cotteredpc.org.uk and the village noticeboards. 
 

Date  Meeting  Venue 

7th September 2021 Parish Council Meeting 7.00pm Cottered Village Hall 

9th November 2021 Parish Council Meeting 7.00pm Cottered Village Hall 

11th January 2022 Parish Council Meeting 7.00pm Cottered Village Hall 

8th March 2022 Parish Council Meeting 7.00pm Cottered Village Hall 

 
The meeting closed at 9.00pm 
 
 
Signed ___________________________________________________ 
 
 
Date    ___________________________________________________  

http://www.cotteredpc.org.uk/

