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MINUTES of the Cottered and Throcking ANNUAL PARISH MEETING held on Tuesday 4th MAY 2021 via 
zoom at 7.00pm. 
 
Present: Cllr John Wiblin (Chairman), Cllr John Harwood Bee, Cllr Jeff Lawton, Cllr Brian Murchie,  

Cllr Christine Robinson. 
10 members of the public 

 
Officer attending: Denise Anderson (Parish Clerk) 
 
The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed the attendees.  
 
1. APOLOGIES 
Cllr Allen Chamberlain (work commitments) 
County Councillor Jeff Jones (in purdah due to forthcoming elections on 6th May 2021) 
PC Mark Jenkins (sent apologies retrospectively) 
 
2. MINUTES OF MEETING 
The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Tuesday 21st May 2019 were signed as a correct record. 
 
3. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

• Parish Council Chairman John Wiblin said this was the first Annual Parish Meeting since 21st May 
2019 as a meeting wasn’t held in 2020 due to Covid restrictions and it was the first report of the 
current Council. 

 

• Cllr Wiblin said he felt privileged to be Chairman of the Council. The Council has had to adjust and 
learn to have virtual meetings in recent months and that holding meetings virtually via zoom had an 
increase in public attendance which he was pleased to see. The next meeting would be a physical 
meeting as government legislation allowing virtual meetings will cease on 7th May 2021. 

 

• Much kindness has been shown in Cottered with residents being supported throughout the 
pandemic aiding them to access their medication, food and transport. 

 

• A Parish Assets Committee has been set up to identify and inventory the assets of the village in 
order to maintain those assets for the benefit of the Parish. In addition to know who to consult in 
the event of maintenance or removal of those items that belong or were donated by others. 

 

• Trees have been pruned on the village greens and there is a budget for future work. 
 

• The flooding at the junction of the A507 and B1037 has been problem, with the properties on the 
lower side of the A507 being particularly affected. This is an on-going project and out of the hands of 
the Parish Council although the Parish Council is pressing Highways for a proper survey to get this 
issue resolved. 

 

• The Parish Council took over the Cricket/Petanque Club Pavilion when it fell into disuse. Cllrs 
Murchie and Harwood Bee have removed the scoreboard which had fallen into disrepair and Cllr 
Robinson will lead a team to start cleaning up the inside when Covid restrictions allow. The pavilion 
requires repairs and on-going maintenance but the hope is that the Petanque Club can return and it 
will become a village asset when the necessary work has been carried out. 

 
4. REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR JEFF JONES 
Unable to participate due to being in purdah for forthcoming elections on 6th May 2021 

 

M 
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5. REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR ANDREW HUGGINS 
No report 

 
6. HERTFORDSHIRE POLICE  
A Police report was received after the meeting. 
 
PC Mark Jenkins reported there had been success in obtaining a closure order on a property in Cottered after 
problems with anti-social behaviour and suspected criminal activity. This necessitated 3 magistrates court 
appearances and in conjunction with local authority and housing agency the person concerned was removed 
from Cottered.  
 

The Police have been actively conducting speed checks and waste carrier operations in Cottered in an effort 
to deter offenders and slow some of the speeders.  
 
Cllr Harwood Bee acknowledged both these activities at the meeting and expressed the Parish Council’s 
gratitude for their on-going work to support the community. 
 
7. LOCAL GROUP REPORTS 
All the Parish clubs and organisations were invited to provide a report to the meeting although 
acknowledging that many activities had ceased during the Covid-19 pandemic and subsequent lockdowns. 
 
The following local village groups gave reports and updates: 
 
7.1  Badminton • Terry Pratt (read by Denise Anderson) 
The group of players who played badminton at the Village Hall on Wednesday evenings, have not been able 
to play over the last 14 months. 
As and when Government restrictions and Village Hall rules allow, we would expect badminton to continue. 
Sessions run for two hours starting at 7pm. We usually have between 7 to 12 attending from Cottered and 
surrounding villages. 
The standard varies from good down to all-but complete beginners and play is best described as sporty-social 
rather than serious. Anyone interested in attending should first contact Eddie Hayden as numbers are 

limited. Fees cover hall hire and shuttlecocks only. 
 
7.2 Bell Ringing • Christine Robinson 
The bells have been silent since March 2021, except for Saturday 10th April when the tenor bell, muffled, was 
rung 100 times for the Duke of Edinburgh. We aim to start ringing again this summer.  
 
7.3 Book Club • Christine Robinson 
Once the Library opened again last the summer, we have continued meeting on Zoom. The next meeting will 
be outside after 17th May 2021. 

 
7.4 Cavaliers Golf Society • John Harwood Bee  
Covid caused the cancellation of three of the five annual tournaments in 2021. We were able to run the 
August & September events but with social restrictions in place. 
This year has seen a better start as we were able to hold the first tournament in Stevenage in April when 20 
members played for the Bennett Memorial Trophy.  We have four other events already scheduled for the 
rest of the year.  We have welcomed several new members to the society in the past two years and support 
for the events has remained good. We are looking forward to being able to hold the regular evening prize 
giving social events as soon as permitted. 
 
7.5 Children’s Society • Simon Cassia (read by Denise Anderson) 
The Children’s Society runs two activities in the village. 
Change Boxes 
The Society provides a box for people who want to collect and donate their small change to the Society.  Last 
year we had 13 box holders. When the boxes were opened in October, we collected the sum of 217.00, 
which is similar to previous years. 
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Christingle Service 
Because of Covid restrictions no Christingle service was held this year. 
 
7.6 Cottered and Throcking News • Jenny Thomson 
Keeping our readers safe has been one of our priorities through the last year, so we’ve used the magazine to 
share Government guidance during the pandemic.  The delivery team has kept up their task with superb 
diligence, observing careful hygiene in handling the magazines, and wearing PPE whilst delivering during 
lockdowns to protect recipients and themselves.  Thank you to Jo Hayden and everyone in the team.   
We’ve also worked hard to find photographs and features about friends and neighbours who we’ve been so 
restricted from spending time with in person.  Contributors have been fantastic, with some smashing 
photographs of the wildlife visible around us under the pandemic.  Jenny would personally like to thank 
everyone she has met out walking, who has agreed to pose for a photo to liven the magazine – usually with 
their dog! 
Finally, serious credit is due to our Treasurer Jean Thrussell, who has even managed to recruit some new 
advertisers in a year when almost no businesses could operate. 
We look forward to the return of village activities to report on later this year. 
 
7.7 Parish Paths Partnership • Roger Gomm (read by Denise Anderson) 
The parish council has no statutory duty to maintain footpaths. It may use its funds for this but has not done 
so this financial year. The relevant authority is the County Council. The Parish cooperates with HCC through 
the Parish Paths Partnership by keeping the state of footpaths under surveillance and reporting problems to 
HCC. 
During the lock-down more people have been using the footpaths for recreation. It is to be hoped that this 
continues when restrictions are relieved, not least because the more walkers there are the less paths 
become obstructed by nettles and other vegetation. The very wet weather in 2020, made some of the 
footpaths impassable, especially where heavy farm machinery created swamps of liquid mud. Usually, 
walkers and horse riders can co-exist equitably but in the wet winter horse riding poached some of the paths 
to the extent that they were very difficult to walk on. On Back Lane the section which was washed out has 
now been resurfaced. 
March/April, by contrast have been very dry. Some paths were badly poached in the wet and now in the dry 
weather the unevenness has set as hard as concrete risking ankle injury for walkers. Bull Lane which was not 
restored after ploughing as well as usual is a case in point. However, the surfaces of most paths are now 
suitable for comfortable walking. Even where farmers have not restored paths across fields, dry harrowed 
fields are easy to walk across. This is a temporary state of affairs and it to be hoped that all famers will abide 
by the law and restore their cross-field paths. Come September it would be nice if walkers would take some 
secateurs with them to nip off the more impudent brambles. 
Details of those paths, bridleways and byways which are public rights of way are available on-line at 
http://webmaps.hertfordshire.gov.uk/row/row.htm?layers=[1:0,1,2,3,4] This looks like purple spaghetti on 
first sight but resolves to large scale maps on clicking the location required. Clicking the path on the map 
brings up a written description (though many of these are out of date). 
Obstructed paths and broken gates, bridges, styles and way markers and enquiries about rights of way 
should be reported to me at roger.gomm@btinternet.com  or Cottered 368 
 
7.8 Friends of Cottered Church • Simon Cassia (read by Denise Anderson) 
The Friends of Cottered Church (FOCC) support the rector, church wardens and church council to “maintain, 
beautify and keep in good order the fabric, internal fittings and furnishings of the church, churchyard and 
boundary wall of St John the Baptist, Cottered”. 
Committee 
The Committee during the period comprised: 
Chairman: Simon Cassia  Treasurer: Kathy Cassels Secretary: Bill Johnston 
Members: Trish Agnew, David Broxup, Rita Broxup, John Harwood-Bee, Ingrid Weekes 
Events 
Due to Covid restrictions the quiz scheduled for March 2020 was cancelled, and no further events were held 
during the year. 
 
 

http://webmaps.hertfordshire.gov.uk/row/row.htm?layers=%5b1:0,1,2,3,4
mailto:roger.gomm@btinternet.com
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Financial Position 31st December 2020 

Income: £1,034.86 
Expenditure: £0,00 
Net Profit: £1,034.86 
Funds at Bank: £35,438.77 

Toilet and Kitchen Appeal 
During the year we set in place several preparatory actions for launching the fund raising for the new toilet 
and re-vamped kitchen project.  The appeal was launched early in 2021. 
Future Events 
The committee hopes to hold the first event for 2021, a quiz night, on 9th October 2021. 
 
7.9 Horticultural Society • Caron Lawton  
A visit the Cambridge Botanical Gardens with a tour around the Winter Garden and lunch in the café took 
place in early spring. 
This year there are a few events planned: 
22nd May 2021 10.30am – A plant sale/seedling swap/perineal split. This will be publicised via Facebook. 
25th June 2012 Garden Ramble 6.00pm starting at the Old Rectory £3.00. 
15th July 2021 Cambridge Botanical Gardens to see the garden in summertime. 
4th September 2021 Horticultural Show. 
 
7.10 Royal British Legion • John Harwood-Bee  
In 2021 local Legion activity was severely restricted. The Poppy Appeal, whilst able to go ahead, was 
conducted only at street collection level. Door to door activity was banned by the government. This meant 
that the collection in the village was much lower than in previous years as this is the main source of appeal 
income. I have to say that I was delighted, that despite the restrictions, the branch received £455.50 due to 
the generosity of those who sent monies directly to me. This was enhanced by £65.00 Gift Aid. 
The November Remembrance Service was held via ZOOM thanks to the efforts of Barry and Erika Price so we 
were at least able to observe the 2-minute silence. 
Sadly, the branch membership has diminished considerably over the past few years.  
Although the village has a number of residents who are members of the British Legion, there is not sufficient 
interest to enable a branch committee to be formed therefore I am exploring the possibility of Cottered RBL 
becoming a County Supported Branch. The main benefits will be that it will enable Cottered to keep its 
branch standard and be the main representative at the Armistice Service. The administration of the branch 
would be handled by County. If this is not possible the branch will close. 
 
7.11 Cottered Village Festival • Alistair Hill  
Village Day didn’t happen in 2020 for obvious reasons. The committee has been able to meet via zoom, 
facilitated by Cllr Harwood Bee, to discuss options for this year. Given the timescales coming out of lockdown 
it was felt that it wasn’t appropriate to arrange Village Day at its usual time at the end of June. It has been 
decided to organise some activities around the village on 31st July 2021 which will be publicised in the 
Cottered & Throcking News. It is hoped this will be a social day and evening with a treasure hunt, a bar and 
food at the Village Hall as well as an open-air movie screen to enable social distancing. The current funds 
stand at £5,200 and it has been agreed that the fund shouldn’t be a storage for people’s money and that it 
should be utilised for the continuity of Village Day. 
 
7.12 Cottered Village Appreciation Society (CVAS) • John Harwood-Bee 
2020 saw the society come into its own as a volunteer-based group. From the instant lockdown was 
announced CVAS formed 'Cottered Cares' to organise help and support for those in Cottered & Throcking. An 
appeal for volunteers gathered 25 members of the community who offered help with shopping, prescription 
collection, odd jobs such as starting cars, fitting a phone system and replacing a microwave and giving moral 
support to those isolated by the pandemic. 
A dedicated telephone help line was set up manned by Janis Hall, Simon Kidd and John Harwood-Bee. 
Requests for assistance were passed to the volunteer team and to date over 200 missions have been carried 
out. The actual number of assists is actually much higher as volunteers have taken some parishioners 'under 
their wing' and continued quietly helping them on a regular basis.  
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Although requests for assistance have become less frequent, the hotline is still open and will remain so until 
the pandemic is officially over. CVAS would like to publicly thank Councillor Jeff Jones for the financial 
support he has provided from his locality budget. This has enabled the ZOOM conference facility to operate 
throughout the year and cover telephone costs of the help line. 
CVAS has also continued to carry out other projects including helping to maintain the churchyard, supporting 
the Parish Council with clearing the layby and in cutting back the foliage by the Millennium Well that was 
obscuring driver’s vision. 
We look forward to a less restricted year this year and we shall be organising a village 'Tidy Up' in 
conjunction with the Parish Council as soon as restrictions are lifted. 
 
7.13 Cottered Village Hall Trust • Colin Bayles (read by Denise Anderson) 
We have had a year like no other and one which we hope will not be repeated. Our 2020 and 2021 AGMs 
have both been held during the prolonged Covid lockdown. 
As managing trustees, we have held committee meetings on several occasions during the last year, some 
with appropriate distancing and pp measures and some remotely on Zoom.  
Our management policy has of course been to comply with relevant Covid regulations and guidelines. This 
has allowed careful continued and regular use of the hall by Oasis, to the great benefit of their disadvantaged 
young adults and of our funds. With that exception the hall has been unused. We have been ready to allow 
use by village clubs and societies provided they could implement compliant precautions but in the event 
their members have been cautious about the difficulties and risks and have not yet asked to come back. We 
hope to return to a more normal pattern of operation shortly now, starting with a polling station the day 
after tomorrow! Enquiries from all would be users have been and will continue to be fielded by our letting 
secretaries and we shall convert as many of these to bookings as we possibly can, whether for hirers who 
have patiently waited or for hirers asking for the first time. 
We have received invaluable financial support from Covid-specific grant schemes administered by EHC, so 
our finances are in surprisingly good shape. This has enabled us to plan and carry out maintenance, repairs 
and improvements as needed. 
I repeat my particular thanks, given at our AGM, to colleagues for their continuing commitment of expertise, 
time and energy to running the hall during a year when they have been deprived of the usual satisfaction of 
involvement with an obviously popular and fully-used facility. During the year David Broxup, Peter Thody and 
John Patterson have joined the management committee. 
 
8. OPEN DISCUSSION  
A resident reported the issue of anti-social behaviour that had been happening in Cottered.  
(The action being reported in the Police Report that was received retrospectively after the meeting – Minute 
point 6) 
 
There being no other questions, the Chairman thanked the Parish Councillors and everyone for attending and 
giving their reports. 
 
The meeting closed at 7.40pm. 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________ Chairman 
 
 
_____________________________________________ Date 


