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MINUTES of the Cottered and Throcking Parish Council meeting held REMOTELY VIA ZOOM on Tuesday 
14th July 2020 at 7.00pm 
 
Present   Cllr John Wiblin (Chairman) Cllr John Harwood Bee (Vice Chairman)  

Cllr Jeff Lawton    Cllr Brian Murchie 
Cllr Christine Robinson  
   
County Councillor Jeff Jones 
District Councillor Andrew Huggins 
6 members of the public  
 

Officer attending Denise Anderson (Clerk) 
 
APOLOGIES 
20.91 Cllr Allen Chamberlain sent his apologies as he had work commitments. 
 It was resolved to approve Cllr Chamberlain’s absence.  
 Cllr Jeff Lawton  joined the meeting from his hospital bed and stated that he would need to leave 

during the meeting for scheduled treatment. 
 It was resolved to approve Cllr Lawton’s departure from the meeting when necessary  
 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
20.92 None 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
20.93  
A resident stated she wished to make a representation about Planning Application 3/20/1167/VAR Buttermilk 
Hall Farm Baldock Road Buntingford Hertfordshire. This was noted and would be raised under Planning. 
 
A question was raised about the Parish Council transferring about £9,500 from Parish Council funds to the 
Greens Trust, how did this situation come about, and what the money is in respect of? 
The Chairman explained that it was legal fees arising from a dispute with owners of Wellyboot Cottage over 
their use of part of School Green to access their property.  The solicitors had opened their file in the joint 
names of the Parish Council and the Recreation Grounds Trust and raised invoices accordingly. Those 
invoices had been paid by the trust. The trust had later asked the Parish Council to refund them.  After 
reviewing the matter, the Parish Council had agreed that this had been Parish Council business and that the 
trust should be reimbursed. 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
20.94 The minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 19th May 2020, 
having been circulated previously, were before the meeting and agreed and minuted as a correct record. 
These will be signed by the Chairman at the earliest opportunity. 
 
COTTERED AND THROCKING PARISH COUNCIL DOCUMENTATION 
20.95 The Clerk had circulated, prior to the meeting, new draft Standing Orders and Financial Regulations 
documents provided by NALC and revised for Cottered and Throcking Parish Council. 
 
Resolved to amend the wording of 3. f) to: 
The period of time designated for public participation at a meeting in accordance with standing order 
3(e) shall be at the discretion of the Chairman of the meeting. 

 

Resolved to delete 3. g) Subject to standing order 3(f), a member of the public shall not speak for more 

than (five) minutes. 

 

Resolved to adopt the new Standing Orders and Financial Regulations documents  
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PARISH COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS 
20.96 The Chairman explained that he had changed this Agenda item to provide the opportunity for 
Councillors to report on the activities they had undertaken on behalf of the Council within the Parish. 
 
Councillor John Harwood Bee’s Report 

• East Herts Council had issued a 5-day permit to allow removal of the tree at Home Close that 
Hertfordshire County Council had marked as dangerous and had given permission to take it down. 
The Parish Council will take this down over the forthcoming weekend when traffic management will 
be easier to implement. 

• He and Cllr Wiblin had inspected the Gill Cheshire and Stocking Hill benches and found both to be in 
need of repair. He had taken the latter away for repair but on closer inspection the Stocking Hill 
bench had been found to be beyond repair. Ex Parish Councillor Terry McGrath had provided the 
bench and with Ruth McGrath’s permission the bench has sadly been scrapped. 

• Great efforts had been made by Cllr Robinson, Simon Cassia and himself in clearing over 3 bags of 
rubbish from the layby heading out of the village towards Baldock. Foliage had been cut back on the 
lay-by and around the SID on the opposite side of the road. 

 

Councillor Christine Robinson’s Report 

• Cllrs Robinson, Murchie and Harwood Bee had a site meeting and felt that the parking issues should 
be addressed and they hope to seek help and advice from Cllr Jones and Cllr Huggins. 

• A Cottered street furniture document had been compiled. This would be further dealt with under 
Agenda item 11.8 Parish Assets Committee. 

• The Enforcement Officer had confirmed with Cllr Robinson that EHC were processing the purchase 
of a camera for the layby  

• Six of the new litter bins had been re-stained. 

• Clarion Housing had been emailed about 34 The Crescent, which is derelict and has the front door 
open, but to no avail. There were also concerns over the broken fence and dumped fridge. 

Cllr Harwood Bee proposed that a formal complaint be made to Clarion Housing about their failure to 
secure 34 The Crescent. Cllr Wiblin would write to them on behalf of the Parish Council. 
 
FINANCE  
20.97 Finance report and payments authorised 
The finance report was before the meeting. The report is an appendix to the minutes. 
 
PLANNING  
20.98  Planning Report  
The updated planning schedule is an appendix to these minutes. 
 

20.99 Planning Applications since the Parish Council Meeting 19th May 2020 
 

3/20/1161/HH 38 The Crescent Cottered Buntingford 
Hertfordshire SG9 9QY 

There was no objection by the Parish 
Council to this Planning Application 

 
20.100 Planning Applications 
 

LPA Appeal 
Reference: 
20/00056/REFUSE 

2 Middle Farm Cottages Cottered Road Throcking 
Buntingford Hertfordshire SG9 9RN  

PC did not object to original applications 
(x2) 

3/20/1167/VAR 
(C&T Parish 
Council not 
formally consulted) 

Buttermilk Hall Farm Baldock Road Buntingford The Parish Council objected to this 
Planning Application. 

 
A resident spoke stating ‘The original limit of a 6-mile radius for collection of crops, and specifically limiting the 
crops to those grown on Buttermilk Hall Farm land has a very clear reason: ’To prevent an unacceptable increase 
in traffic to and from the site in the interests of amenity and highway safety …‘.  
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The A507’s very current problems with HGV traffic are, as a matter of record, a safety concern of the County 
and a 7.5-tonne weight limit has been agreed through Cottered and elsewhere on the A507. Increasing the 6-
mile radius permitted by the District by any amount, and permitting crops to be sourced from other farmers’ 
land, would be expected to lead to an increase in HGV traffic on the A507, which would contradict the County’s 
safety-driven weight-limit implementation.’ 
The Chairman confirmed the Parish Council had received at least two further representations from Cottered 
residents objecting to this Planning Applications on very similar grounds 
 
District Councillor Andrew Huggins said he had spoken to the Head of Planning and recommended that it 
comes before Planning Committee members and that he had shared details of the application with a number 
of County Councillors so they were aware of the Highways issues within their division. He would be objecting 
to the application in support of the A Safer A507 campaign and he considered this was a business case for a 
further submission for a lagoon. 
 
County Councillor Jeff Jones stated he would be objecting as he had concern about the HGV impact due to 
the radius on the application. 
 
Further discussions considered the issue of the finite storage facility for 1,000 acres of maize but by expanding 
the acreage different types of crops might be processed maybe preventing the annual ‘mud fest’ in Throcking. 
Cottered would be most heavily affected by the traffic and it was felt this would outweigh the advantage to 
Throcking. 
 
Resolved Cottered and Throcking Parish Council would object to Planning Application 3/20/1167/VAR 
Buttermilk Hall Farm Baldock Road Buntingford and Cllr Wiblin would draft a response for Councillors’ 
approval. 
 
Councillor Lawton left the meeting at this point. 
 
HIGHWAYS 
20.101 The junction of The Crescent and A507 
Cllr Jones confirmed that Highways recommendation was to reduce the height of the hedge and they hadn’t 
objected to a traffic mirror being installed. He felt this issue was not going to go any further. 
Permission for cutting the hedge has been given but due to lockdown restrictions hadn’t yet been done. This 
will be done as soon as possible whilst the weather is good  
 
20.102 Damaged Traffic Mirror at the junction of The Crescent and A507 
Cllr Harwood Bee had contact with the father of the individual who had hit and destroyed both the traffic 
mirror and the pole who had offered to pay for the replacement items and to install them. Further contact 
has been difficult and Cllr Harwood Bee suggested the Parish Council got it done and that he would fix the 
pole in place and with the help of another secure the mirror. The Clerk will investigate making a claim on the 
Parish Council insurance unless the excess makes this prohibitive. 
 
20.103 Throcking Road damage 
Cllr Harwood Bee reported that Throcking residents were satisfied with the repairs undertaken by Affinity 
Water and that the severely bad areas had been addressed. 
 
Cllr Jones expressed his concern with what Throcking residents have to ‘put up with’ and have got to be 
tackled as there are measures in place to deal with these issues. He asked who is responsible when mud is 
dragged out of a field onto the road. Cllr Murchie confirmed that it was the landowner’s responsibility and 
explained that the current situation had been caused by the spreading of the ‘slurry’ onto the fields and the 
moving from one field to another. Cllr Jones confirmed there had been complaints in Buntingford about the 
smell. He suggested the Parish Council make a formal complaint to Environmental Health about the odour 
and to Highways about the mud on the road. Cllr Harwood Bee agreed to draft an appropriate letter. 
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Cllr Jones reported there were now 5 Speed Indicator Devices in Cottered; one new one by Brook End Lane 
(it was noted the old one had not been removed neither had the old pole from the one entering the village 
from Buntingford, Cllr Jones said he would bring that up with the relevant agency), two coming from 
Buntingford, both working and one coming from Baldock. It was reported that this one wasn’t working 
properly possibly due to the obscuring of the solar panel, Cllr Harwood Bee volunteered to check this. The 
final one near the bus stop at The Bull will remain.  
 
DELEGATED POWERS TO THE CLERK 
20.104 
Resolved to approve the following delegated power: 
‘In consultation with the Chairman or Vice Chairman, the Clerk is able to respond to any communication 
that requires a reply before the next Parish Council meeting.’ 
 
PARISH MATTERS 

 

20.105 Cricket Pavilion 
Questions were asked about the status of the Cricket Club and under what arrangement the Petanque Club 
used the facilities. This needed to be established prior to any work being carried out.  
 
Resolved that the Clerk would contact previous Parish Council members to seek clarification on the 
ownership of the Cricket Club and Parish Councillors would speak to the Petanque Club to ascertain on 
what arrangement they occupy the building and whether or not there is a formal arrangement. 
 
20.106 Church Lane 
Cllr Harwood Bee reported that three residents had agreed to make a contribution but this was ongoing due 
to the current situation. He said by the next meeting all residents would have been consulted and then the 
Parish Council would know what monies would be available to contribute to the cost of the renaming. 
 
20.107 Parking on Village Green along Brook End 
This was reported on in Cllr Robinson’s report. 
 
20.108 Tree Survey 
The Clerk had circulated, prior to the meeting, the Cottered Tree survey prepared by J.W. Salmon. It was 
noted 20 trees were listed as high risk and the cost of having the having the high-risk trees addressed was 
£3,200. Cllr Murchie stated he could not correlate the numbers on the survey with the original map. The 
Clerk was asked to contact J.W. Salmon to ask if they had created a new map and if so, get a copy for the 
Parish as well as asking for a hierarchy of high-risk trees so they could address those as a priority. 
 
Resolved the Parish Council would contact the Recreation Ground Trust (Parish Trust) with a view to 
contributing to the cost of tree work on Trust land. 
 
After clarification from J.W. Salmon it was considered a second quote might be required. 
 
20.109 Village Gateways 
Cllr Wiblin had submitted to Cllr Jones the preferred options for Cottered. Cllr Jones reported he had not had 
a response from Highways as yet. 
 
20.110 Children’s Playground 
Cllr Harwood Bee reported that on three occasions the tapes, ties and signage to prevent usage had been 
removed. There had been a poster circulated by ACRE, as guidance for users as restrictions on the playground 
had been lifted, it was considered this would suffice and cover any liability. The Clerk reminded Councillors 
she had forwarded one from EHC.  
 
Resolved to circulate both posters for Councillors to decide which one, then print, laminate and secure in 
the playground as well as including this information in the Cottered and Throcking News. 
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20.111 Highways Speed Strategy 
Cllr Huggins stated he gets a lot of comments about speed in villages and he understands the current situation 
in Cottered and feels that this document is the right way to handle speed in villages. 
As the feedback to the strategy is an internet-based questionnaire Councillors agreed to discuss their 
responses to the 11 questions.  
Cllr Jones encouraged the Parish Council to respond as well as encouraging residents to do the same. An item 
will be put in the Cottered and Throcking News to alert residents to the survey. 
It was noted that a possible future Agenda item could be whether residents wished to apply for 20mph speed 
limit but any future actions would depend on Highways policy. 
 
20.112 Parish Assets Committee 
 
Resolved to set up a Parish Assets Committee to oversee parish assets and set up a maintenance schedule 
with Cllr Harwood Bee, Cllr Robinson and Cllr Chamberlain as committee members. 
 
20.113 Expenditure Committee 
This will be an Agenda item for the next meeting 
 
RECREATION GROUND TRUST (PARISH TRUST) 
20.114 Balance of reimbursement of monies from Parish Council 
Cllr Wiblin confirmed he had deposited the cheque for £8412.60. 
 
CLERK'S REPORT AND CORRESPONDENCE 
20.115 Clerks Report 
Annual Governance and Accountability Report (AGAR) End of Year Audit 
The required Audit documents have been sent to the External Auditor and published on the Parish Council 
website. The Notice for the Exercise for Public Rights (15th June – 24th July 2020) has been published on the 
central Noticeboard and the Parish Council website. 
Website 
The Clerk has placed a short editorial in the C&T News about the new Parish Council website and the new 
Clerk’s email address. If a new public sector website was created on or after 23 September 2018 it must 
now meet accessibility standards and have a published accessibility statement.  The Clerk is working with 
the new web hosts to ensure the website is compliant with the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 
(WCAG) and in producing an Accessibility Statement by September 2020.  
Correspondence  
Email - East Herts Community Grants Programme 20/21 –Clerk will forward email. 
Email - Annual Playground Inspection 2020 will take place on 29th July 2020.  
 
DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS 
This is a proposed schedule and changes may have to be made to the date, time and nature of the meetings.  

Date  Meeting  

8th September 2020 Parish Council Meeting 

10th November 2020 Parish Council Meeting 

12th January 2021 Parish Council Meeting 

9th March 2021 Parish Council Meeting 

Annual Parish Meeting – to be advised 

(All meetings to start at 7.30pm in Cottered Village Hall unless otherwise stated). 
 
The meeting closed at 9.10pm 
 
 
Signed ___________________________________________________ 
 
 
Date    ___________________________________________________  


