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MINUTES of the Cottered and Throcking Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held REMOTELY VIA ZOOM 
on Tuesday 19th May 2020 at 7.00pm 
 
Present   Cllr John Wiblin (Chairman) Cllr John Harwood Bee (Vice Chairman)  

Cllr Jeff Lawton    Cllr Brian Murchie 
Cllr Christine Robinson    
County Councillor Jeff Jones 
District Councillor Andrew Huggins 
5 members of the public  

Officer attending Denise Anderson (Clerk) 
 
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 2020-2021 
20.59 Cllr John Wiblin was proposed by Cllr Harwood Bee and seconded by Cllr Brian Murchie.  
No other nominations proposed.   
 
It was unanimously resolved to elect Cllr John Wiblin as Chairman for 2020-2021. 
 
Cllr John Wiblin took the Chair for the meeting. 
The Declaration of Chairman’s Acceptance of Office is minuted and will be signed at the earliest opportunity. 
 
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN 2020-2021 
20.60 Cllr John Harwood Bee was proposed by Cllr John Wiblin and seconded by Cllr Jeff Lawton.  
No other nominations proposed.   
 
It was unanimously resolved to elect Cllr John Harwood Bee as Vice Chairman for 2020-2021. 
 
The Declaration of Vice Chairman’s Acceptance of Office is minuted and will be signed at the earliest 
opportunity. 
 
APOLOGIES 
20.61 Cllr Allen Chamberlain sent his apologies as he had work commitments. 
 It was resolved to approve Cllr Chamberlain’s absence. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
20.62 None 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
20.63  
A question was raised about the roads with specific interest in the weight limit and speed signs. Cllr Harwood 
Bee stated he had been attending the HAPTC virtual weekly meetings and a similar question had been asked 
within that forum. It was reported that due to the Covid-19 situation many projects had been put on hold 
although many pot holes and roads were being repaired in the locality. Cllr Wiblin reported that he had 
reported potholes and had received a response stating that they were not considered a priority. 
It was also reported that a delivery driver had his Sat Nav inform him at Baldock that there was a weight limit 
on the Baldock Road. 
Cllr Wiblin reported that a resident had expressed concern to him that the older Speed Indicator Device (SID) 
at Stocking Hill, which was not being replaced, should not be removed along with the others that were being 
replaced by new SIDs.   
There was a question about the progress of the formalising the name of Church Lane. This was an Agenda 
item and would be discussed at that point. 
County Councillor Jeff Jones congratulated the new Chairman and Vice Chairman. He reported that a number 
of major road projects had been affected by the Covid-19 situation although Highways were working as 
normal and carrying out a lot of pot hole work. 
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Cllr Jones stated he wanted the SID at the top of Stocking Hill removed as it is considered that having too 
many make them less effective. There was a strong argument amongst the Councillors to keep it. Brook End 
Lane has a new SID sited next the old one which will be removed along with the old one outside The Bull. The 
question was asked if the Councillors views and observations be taken into account. Cllr Jones suggested that 
HCC made their recommendations and Councillors could respond. 
 
Hertfordshire County Council Report – County Councillor Jeff Jones  
Cllr Jones reported that it was very much business as usual despite the fact that the Covid-19 situation had 
had impact on working patterns. Meetings were all virtual with some committee meetings combined. 
The Hertfordshire Volunteering and People Assistance Cell had 1,250 volunteers in East Herts, the highest 
number in Hertfordshire and acknowledging the extremely good local scheme running in Cottered. 
Household Waste have opened 10 out of the 14 sites with some issues re. social distancing and queuing. The 
nearest site is Royston and HCC website has the facility for accessing a webcam to view queuing. The current 
contractor didn’t want to continue losing 1.5 million per year so HCC has agreed to release them from their 
contract and this facility will now come back in house. 
High streets need to implement social distancing measures in preparation for when high streets fully open 
again. An A list of 16 sites for more major towns has priority with smaller towns such as Buntingford being 
on a B list. As HCC reacted early orders have been placed for such items as barriers before stocks run low. 
 
Cllr Harwood Bee thanked Cllr Jones for his support with budget monies for the Community Help Group. 
 
East Herts Council Report – District Councillor Andrew Huggins 
Cllr Huggins congratulated Cllr Wiblin on his appointment as Chairman. 
He confirmed the Green Waste collection resumed week beginning 11th May 2020. 
Cllr Huggins wished to make people aware and encourage Business Rate payers to contact East Herts Council 
for grants or loans and emphasised this extended to village halls and clubs as well. 
He reported that for East Herts Council it was business as usual. 
 
MINUTES OF MEETING 
20.64 The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 10th March 2020, having been circulated previously, 
were before the meeting and agreed and minuted as a correct record. These will be signed by the Chairman 
at the earliest opportunity. 
 
COTTERED AND THROCKING PARISH COUNCIL DOCUMENTATION 
20.65 The Clerk explained that the Parish Council had had a rolling programme of reviewing, revising and 
re-adopting documents over the last year and currently all documentation was up to date. She stated that 
there were new templates issued by NALC for both Standing Orders and Financial Regulations which would 
need editing to suit the needs of Cottered and Throcking Parish Council. The Clerk would do this and provide 
draft documents for Council’s comment. 
 
Resolved to approve current Council documents: Standing Orders, Code of Conduct, Financial Regulations, 
Risk Assessment, Register of Assets, Complaints Procedure, Publication Scheme, Training Policy and 
Privacy Policy 
  

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
20.66 Cottered and Throcking Parish Council outgoing Chairman’s Report (May 2020) 
When in May 2019 I, reluctantly I should say, took on the role of Chairman, I said I would only serve for one 
year. Well. Now it is May 2020 and my year is up. It seems to have gone in a flash but that may be because 
we have been very busy during the past twelve months. 
Having succeeded in forming a completely new council, we set about honouring the promises we had made 
to you the voters that we would be pro-active, working with you and for you wherever possible. I believe we 
have achieved that goal and from the emails and telephone conversations I have had with so many of you  
during the year, I am led to believe that you think so too. There are still some old issues that need to be 
resolved and we are dealing with those and shall report in due course. 
 
 

 



611 
During the past year each and every councillor has been actively involved in village life. From dealing with 
the problems of dog mess, clearing out and cleaning up the lay-by, erecting the safety mirror (more on that  
later), sorting out the recreation ground and benches, liaising with other village organisations to get the 
speed indicators installed and numerous other elements of village life, we have I trust, served you well. 
One major problem needing our attention was the damage done to the verges on Throcking Road. Whilst 
that is still not totally resolved, we did manage to agree responsibility and some form of restitution and we 
shall continue to liaise with Affinity Water to get the job completed. Hopefully we won't have to face that 
problem again. Then after a short period of relative peace we have been subjected to the current Covid-19 
situation. I extend my sympathies to all those in our community who have been adversely affected in any 
way and especially to those residents who have recently lost loved ones but been unable to give them the 
memorials they would have liked. On a positive note, I congratulate the Community Help Group set up by 
Cottered Village Appreciation Society. The many people who volunteered to help have done excellent work 
and a big thank you is due to them. Also, to Janis Hall and Simon Kidd for their support in organising over 100 
missions so far. I also thank Councillor Jeff Jones for his support of this venture with funds from his locality 
budget. On a personal note, I was honoured to meet the heroic dog Finn at an official function in Buntingford, 
met our MP Sir Oliver Heald at the House of Commons for local discussions and more recently I have been 
attending weekly online Chairman's briefing meetings with the Hertfordshire Association of Parish & Town 
Councils. Talking to others from around the county I can assure you that we are doing well compared to 
some. I should like to thank my fellow councillors for their support during the year and to thank our Clerk 
Denise Anderson for the unstinting work she has put in and for the advice and guidance she has given me 
and for the excellent work that has been done on the new website.  Most importantly I should like to thank 
you the parishioners who have worked with us and helped create a closer rapport that is an asset to the 
community. Long may it continue.  Finally, I am delighted that John Wiblin has accepted the role of Chairman.  
His are a very steady pair of hands and I assure him of my continued support. 
Cllr Wiblin thanked the outgoing Chairman on behalf of the Council and parishioners for his having so 
effectively guided the Council over the previous year.  
  
FINANCE  
20.67 Finance report and payments authorised 
The finance report was before the meeting. The report is an appendix to the minutes. 
 
20.68 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 2019-20 

The completed AGAR 2019-2020, having been circulated previously, was before the meeting and the following 
documents required approval at this full council meeting. 
 
20.69 Internal Auditors Report 
Councillors noted the comments made on the additional report supplied by the Internal Auditor. 
Resolved to approve the Internal Auditors Report 
This is minuted and the Chairman will sign the document at the earliest opportunity. 
 
20.70 Annual Governance Statement 
Resolved to approve the Annual Governance Statement 
This is minuted and the Chairman will sign the document at the earliest opportunity.  
 
20.71 Accounting Statements 
Resolved to approve the Accounting Statements 
This is minuted and the Chairman will sign the document at the earliest opportunity. 
 
20.72 Dates for the period for the Exercise of Public Rights  
It was resolved that the dates for the period for the Exercise of Public Rights would be Monday 15th June 2020 
to Friday 24th July 2020. 
 
PLANNING  
20.73  Planning Report  
The updated planning schedule is an appendix to these minutes. 
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3/19/2182/FUL Bluntswood Hall Cottered Road Throcking Hertfordshire SG9 9RN Approved  

3/20/0027/HH 
RECONSULTATION 

2 Middle Farm Cottages Cottered Road Throcking Buntingford 
Hertfordshire SG9 9RN  

Refused  

3/20/0176/HH 4 Middle Farm Cottages Cottered Road Throcking Buntingford 
Hertfordshire SG9 9RN  

Approved 

 
20.74 Planning Applications since the Parish Council Meeting 10th March 2020 
 

3/20/0568/HH Glebe House Bull Lane Cottered Buntingford Hertfordshire SG9 9QP  There was no objection 
by the Parish Council to 
this Planning Application 

 
20.75 Planning Applications 
None 
 
District Councillor Andrew Huggins stated that it had been reported to him by a local resident that there had 
been the dumping of waste on the ground between the road and the empty ‘Swedish’ houses in Peascroft. 
He asked the Parish Council if they would consider putting up a fence to prevent this happening further.  
Cllrs recognised that the benefit of a fence in preventing dumping on the unoccupied areas had to be weighed 
against the presence of a potentially obtrusive and unattractive fence.  It was decided that Cllr Robinson 
would survey opinion of the residents of Peasecroft - did they want the properties to be fenced off? lf a 
majority of participants in the survey did want it, the Council would ask Clarion Housing, as owners of the 
properties concerned, to erect one. 
 
HIGHWAYS 
20.76 The junction of The Crescent and A507 
Permission for cutting the hedge has been given but due to lockdown restrictions hadn’t yet been done. 
Cllr Jones would follow up the request for a Stage 3 Safety Audit to be carried out at this junction. 
 
20.77 Damaged Traffic Mirror at the junction of The Crescent and A507 
The original mirror had been vandalised and before the new one could be fitted the pole and damaged mirror 
had been hit by a car. A new post has been ordered and upon receipt the new mirror and pole will be installed 
on the same site. 
 
20.78 Throcking Road damage 
Further work to repair the road had been on hold pending a change in the weather. Significant work had 
been done initially but had been damaged by farm vehicles during the beet harvest. This matter will be 
pursued. 
 
PARISH MATTERS 
20.79 Broken link chains on the bollards at the entrance of the Village Hall 
Cllr Lawton had undertaken to repair the chain link fence but was presently hindered in doing so due to an 
injury. He would attend to it when he was once again fit do so.  

 

20.80 Cricket Pavilion 
This will be addressed as and when Covid-19 restrictions are lifted. 
 
20.81 Church Lane 
The Clerk had reported that the Street Naming and Numbering Officer at East Herts District Council and 
confirmed that the total cost could be £1.256.00. Cllr Harwood Bee had agreed to convene a meeting with 
the residents to explain the possible costs involved and to discuss payment. This will be arranged as and when 
Covid-19 restrictions are lifted. 
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20.82 Grass Cutting along The Crescent 
Cllr Robinson explained that the problem lay in confirming who owned the land. Glendales, the new EHC 
grass cutting contractors have stated it not part of their contract and that it is a Highways responsibility. Cllr 
Jones confirmed the grass verge from the road to the footpath was Highways’ responsibility to maintain but 
the grass bank on the other side was the responsibility of the property owner. Cllr Robinson would contact 
Clarion Housing, as owners of the properties concerned to request that they cut the grass and maintain it. 
 
20.83 Parking on Village Green along Brook End 
It was agreed Councillors would have a site meeting to discuss this matter. 
  
20.84 Poor state of Footpath No. 007 Warren lane to Brook End Lane Cottered 
Cllr Jones stated he had received a complaint about this and had passed it on to Rights of Way. 
 
20.85 Telephone Boxes 
It was confirmed that the Throcking telephone box had been painted by a local resident and looked smart. 
 
20.86 Tree Survey 
The Clerk had contacted J.W. Salmon with regard to the request by the Parish Council to carry out a tree 
survey in Cottered. It was confirmed that the survey had been underway when Covid-19 restrictions were 
put in place but it will be completed and sent to the Parish Council as soon as is possible. 
 
20.87 Village Gateways 
Cllr Jones stated this would be a Highways responsibility and that Highways would recommend the design 
installed in Braughing but Highways would consider other suggestions. Cllr Wiblin pointed out the locations 
in Cottered were very narrow. It was agreed that Cllr Wiblin would raise directly with Cllr Jones about the 
Council’s preferred type of gate and Cllr Jones would see whether Highways would either approve this or say 
what they would approve. The two Cllrs would also discuss what funding might be available for this.  
 
20.88 Parish Council Website 
The Clerk reported that the new website www.cotteredpc.org.uk was now live as was the new Clerk’s email 
address clerk@cotteredpc.org.uk. A redirect had been set up for both taking users to the new website and 
new email address. Councillors had all been allocated a dedicated Parish Council email address and that she 
would be notifying Councillors of their address along with instructions on how to set it up on their own device. 
The Clerk said there had been some initial problems with some virus software, especially Norton, blocking 
the new website. The issue with Norton had been solved by the web host but as it is a new site with no usage 
history some virus software may continue to block it initially. 
 
RECREATION GROUND TRUST (PARISH TRUST) 
20.89 Balance of reimbursement of monies from Parish Council 
The solicitors’ invoices had not been available at the last meeting but were now available and had been 
circulated to Councillors before the meeting.  
The total of the invoices which were raised between 11 March 2017 and 14 February 2019 was £9621.60 
(including VAT) being £1,441.60 more than it had previously been resolved to pay the Parish Trust.  
Cllr Wiblin proposed that the Council agree to pay the additional sum.  
It was agreed that £9621.60 minus the £1209.00 already paid out by the Parish Council on behalf of the Parish 
Trust made the total payable £8412.60. 
 
Resolved to pay the Recreation Ground Trust (Parish Trust) £8412.60. 
 
CLERK'S REPORT AND CORRESPONDENCE 
20.90 Clerks Report 
The Clerk had nothing further to report. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cotteredpc.org.uk/
mailto:clerk@cotteredpc.org.uk
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DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS 
  
This is a proposed schedule and changes may have to be made to the date, time and nature of the meetings.  
 

Date  Meeting  

14th July 2020 Parish Council Meeting 

8th September 2020 Parish Council Meeting 

10th November 2020 Parish Council Meeting 

12th January 2021 Parish Council Meeting 

9th March 2021 Parish Council Meeting 

Annual Parish Meeting – to be advised 

 
(All meetings to start at 7.30pm in Cottered Village Hall unless otherwise stated). 
  
The meeting closed at 8.45pm 
 
 
Signed ___________________________________________________ 
 
 
Date    ___________________________________________________  


